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Avoidance of overhead power lines

Safety

May 2017

Incident description:

As part of enabling works on the M23 a pack of
communication ducting was being offloaded by a lorry Actions:
mounted crane (LMC) on the 2™ February 2017.

As the LMC was being raised it came into close proximity to
an 11Kv overhead cable causing the cable to arc resulting in
a flash. The cable became separated and fell onto the
embankment and the south bound carriageway. The LMC
was not struck, however the lifting chains took the electrical
arc and sustained minor damage.

The two operatives involved were unharmed.

The cable was left across the live carriageway from 03:15 to
07:30am.

Investigation findings:

e Blue cones had not been placed across the closed ECYASHLLITeEIEHTIER

carriageway to denote the position of the Over Head

Line (OHL) as prescribed within the Health, Safety and
Environmental Management Plan.

e The location had been misinterpreted from the service
plan and as a result the pre-works briefing gave the
wrong marker post location for the OHL.

e The incident wasn't escalated higher than bronze
resulting in the cable being left in the live lanes; this
was due to a lack of understanding of electrical hazards
and who was responsible ie Service Provider or RCC.

Linked work instructions:

¢ Incident commander not established and escalation to
duty operations manager wasn’t in a timely manner.

e Scene exclusion zone not communicated to traffic
officers in a timelv manner.

For further information please contact the National Health and Safety team
Via NH&ST@highwaysengland.co.uk
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